CHAPTER V.
THE FIRST  SPANISH KHALIF.

THERE was a time of decay and feebleness in the
khalifate in the middle of the eighth century. From
the first the old clannish feuds of the Arabs had raged
fiercely round the seat of empire. A tribe, called the
Qrnmeyads, had always been at war with the Hashimites,
from whom Mahommed had sprung, and they had
been his fiercest opponents til!3 after their defeat, they
had been driven to accept him as their Prophet.
Othman, the fourth Khalif from Mahommed, was of
this tribe, and under him the animosities of the race
had broken out. AH, the son-in-law of the Prophet,
had rebelled and had died in battle, and his two sons
Hasan and Hosein had been murdered. This had led
to the great schism of the Moslemah, since all the
Persians have adhered to the cause of Ali.

The Ommeyads had, however, the advantage, and
reigned at Damascus until rivals arose to them in the
family of Abbas, the uncle of Mahommed. In 740, on
the banks of the Zab, the Ommeyads were defeated by
Abou-'l-Abbas, who earned the title of Al Ssefah, or
the Bloodshedder, by exterminating the whole family
with horrible cruelty. For instance, ninety young men
were beaten till they fell down exhausted, and then a